FP McCANN
READY MIX CONCRETE
TECHNICAL ADVIGE - CRACKING

To ensure ready mix concrete performs to its full potential it must be installed correctly. Failure
to do so can result in either aesthetic or structural cracks in the concrete. There are a few quick
steps customers can take to reduce the likelihood of cracking:

WEATHER & TEMPERATURE:

Be mindful of the weather before pouring concrete.
Conditions such as rainfall, high temperatures and wind
can greatly increase the likelihood of cracking in
concrete.

Advice - Try to only pour concrete in good

weather while avoiding high temperatures, heavy
rain and high winds. If concrete must go ahead, try
to take steps to reduce impacts, such as protecting
from rain and windbreaks etc

GROUNDWORK

Ensure the ground below is hard and well compacted.
" Ground that is likely to move or subside can cause
cracking. Stone and earth below that is too dry can
take moisture from concrete and also lead to cracking.

Advice - Ensure ground below is well compacted by
using rollers and wacker plates etc. Ensure that if
. the ground below is dry, that it has been thoroughly

USE OF FIBRES

Fibres in concrete can greatly reduce the likelihood of
early cracking.

Advice - Consult with FP McCann staff about the
use of fibres before commencing works.
Especially in “flat works” lanes, yards and floors
etc.
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CORRECT PLACEMENTS OF JOINTS

Large areas of concrete laid without joints will almost
always crack.

Advice - Ensure proper placement of joints has
been planned before pouring begins. Joints can be
put in during pouring or can be saw cut shortly after
concrete has gone off.

GOOD CURING

Concrete takes 28 days to reach its full strength. It’s in
this time the concrete is most likely to crack.
Protecting the top surface of the concrete will allow
moisture to leave gradually in this time which is key to
prevent cracking.

Advice - Think about the method of curing before
starting to pour concrete. There are different ways
to cure concrete, such as spraying a liquid
compound or by covering in hessian sheets etc.

Further advice on all these issues can be found on our website:
fpmccann.co.uk/product-category/technical-guidance
or by getting in touch with one of our reps by calling 028 796 42558



